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I 
GERMAN WEAKNESS 


Az the very moment when the Polish-German war broke out, 
weaknesses were becoming apparent in the east of the Reich. The 
eastern part of Germany is an agricultural country. The develop- 
ment of agriculture depends on the labour available even more than 
that of industry. In Germany before 1939 the shortage of farm 
labour became every year more acute. One reason for this was the 
rapid industrialisation of the country. This process was well re- 
flected in the rising percentage of the urban population. It amounted 
to: 


37-4 per cent. in 1871 


56. 5, 43 1900 
SEF § 5 5 1910 


64.6 > 39 1925 
67-3» 2 1933 | 
Even people who by upbringing, training and occupation were 


linked with the soil, flocked to the towns, where they hoped to earn 
more and improve their standard of living. Between the years 1933 
and 1939 this movement grew to such proportions as to become 
threatening for the future of German agriculture. At the beginning 
of 1939, Darré, the German Minister of Food and Agriculture, 
declared that 800,000 persons had left the countryside during those 
years. 

The weekly Das Reich, in its issue dated December Igth, 1940, 


observed : 


“The historical fact of migrations from country to town could pass 
unnoticed as long as it affected only the actual surplus population, resulting 
from the excess of births over deaths. Since 1933 this phenomenon, which 
creates a void in the rural districts, has assumed much larger proportions ; 
at the beginning of the present war the country was short of at least a million 
farm hands ”’. 


A void in the German countryside means that the German terri- 
tories on the Polish-German border were empty. It means that all 
along the frontier, behind which the Polish population was thriving 
and expanding rapidly, the German homesteads were deserted and 
desolate. It means that tens of thousands of Polish seasonal farm 
workers had to be adinitted year after year to till the fields : this was 
called by the Germans “‘ Unterwanderung,” or surreptitious immigra~ 
tion, and was the first step towards the Polonisation of these parts of 
Germany. The shortage of farm labour in Germany found its 
expression, even before 1939, in unusual measures, as when whole 
German regiments were sent to help the inhabitants in bringing in 
the harvest. 


1 This state of things was the subject of an earlier pamphlet of this same 
series, entitled German Withdrawal in the East. 


x 
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The Nazi regime had tried for a long time to oppose this trend. 
The first steps along this path were the decrees attaching the German 
to the soil, such as the law on hereditary farms (Erbhofgesetz). On 
February 13th, 1939, the “‘ Law providing man-power for tasks of 
special importance to the State ”’ was issued, and on September Ist, 
1939, at the outbreak of the war, the ‘‘ Decree limiting changes of the 
place of work”. These two decrees render it impossible for the 
worker to change his employment at will: he is forcibly chained to 
his employer. Simultaneously, and in spite of the fundamental 
Nazi economic theory that wages ought to remain stable, the earnings 
of the farm workers were increased by between Io and §0 per cent. 
The authorities also embarked on a plan of building modern homes 
for farm hands, as a means of making their jobs more attractive to 
them. On the other hand the “ Breslau Research Institute for 
Agricultural Labour ” began a series of very detailed studies on im- 
proving the methods of farm work so that it would require as little 
manual labour as possible. 

Even in German industry there was shortage of labour. Before 
1914 Germany called in some half a million workers every year. 
Of course the many Polish workers who lived in the western pro- 
vinces of Poland, then belonging to Germany, and who worked in 
German coal-pits and in German industry, were not included in this 
figure. The events of the spring of 1939 gave to the Reich 150,000 
Czech workers forcibly deported to work in the Reich. In the 
summer of 1939 Germany concluded several agreements concerning 
labour with Italy and the Balkan countries. At this time also the 
Reichsarbeitsblatt published an article which put the number of 
foreigners then gainfully employed in Germany at 670,000 persons. 
The February 1941 issue of the periodical Das Reich expresses the 
belief that : 


“ , .. also after this war Germany will need the assistance of foreign 
labour ”’. 

The Third Reich was at the outbreak of the war too huge a 
machine : it could not, with its own labour, either till all its own soil 
or keep its own industry running. Over-industrialisation coincided 
with the exaggerated eastward extension of German territory : even 
before the outbreak of the present war Germany included in her 
boundaries many districts forcibly detached from Poland in former 
centuries. The void on these lands was the more difficult to fill 
because the natural trend of the population was actually directed 
westwards.! 


1 Heintz Rogmann. Die Bevélkerungsentwickelung im Preussischen Osten 
in den letzten hundert Jahren, Berlin 1937. 
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Kurt Lueck in his book, The Struggle for Life on the German-Polish 
Border, drew the following conclusion from these facts : 

“We know very well that the final fate of our nation will be settled on our 
frontiers. We must learn from our mistakes in the nineteenth century. Our 
fatherland will not be able to regain its old German character if thousands 
of Germans migrate now, as they did then, to the west. Let us not deceive 
ourselves: this trend in the wrong direction still exists; this can be proved 
by many examples ”’. 

On the other side of the frontier, however, in Poland, there was 
a large potential number of people eager to move westwards, although 
this west was so frequently and so severely closed to Polish migration. 
Here let us just recall the following facts : 

From 1885 onwards the German local authorities were forbidden 
to issue permits for settling in Prussia to Poles arriving from the 
east. 

In the same year the Prussian Government proceeded to expel 
from Germany Poles born in Austrian and Russian Poland. 

In 1905 the old decree forbidding the employment of Poles from 
abroad in German industry was enforced throughout Prussia; a 
permit from the authorities was required to employ such Poles 
in agriculture. 

Before the first World War a special decree again forbade the 
employment of Poles from abroad without a special police permit. 
Polish workers from abroad were excluded from the benefits of the 
German old-age insurance act and of the law regarding disablement. 
A special system of registration and of identity cards was devised : 
its aim was to give the authorities the means @f close control over 
‘this element dangerous to the homogeneity of the German East.” 

By 1901 the German Government had curtailed the number of 
Polish undergraduates from abroad allowed to study at the Berlin, 
Hanover and Aix-la-Chapelle Technical Colleges. Fear lest the 
number of educated Poles in the Reich should rise followed upon fear 
of the growth of the Polish industrial working-class. 

Therefore, up to 1914, the Germans drew mainly on the man- 
power of the Polish provinces within the Reich. Even after 1918 
the soil in the eastern provinces of post-war Germany could not 
be tilled without the help of Polish labour. Hitler decided to solve 
this problem in a far more radical way than was contemplated by the 
German Government between 1870 and 1914. He decided to conquer 
Poland and through this conquest : 

(1) to turn the Polish people into slaves of the German “ Herren- 
volk ” and to assure in this way a large supply of workers deprived 
of all national and political aspirations ; 


1 Der Lebenskampf im Deutch-Polnischen Grenzraum, Berlin 1940, p. 71. 
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(2) to force back the Polish element, which throughout the 
nineteenth century and the first decades of the twentieth had 
migrated westwards, not only beyond the Warta, but further into the 
basin of the upper and middle Vistula. 

Hitler also aimed at breaking the biological strength of the Polish 
nation, which can be best compared with the German by examining 
the respective birth-rates per 1,000 inhabitants : 


Year 1935 1936 1937 1938 
Poland .. «« 26 26.2 24.9 24.5 
Germany -« 389 19.0 18.8 19.7 


This relative strength appears in even more favourable light if 
we compare the respective age groups : 

In Poland 43 per cent. of the population was under 21 years of 
age, in Germany only 30 per cent. 

The Polish nation was younger and better able to expand. All 
Hitler’s internal measures, called by the German refugees in England 
“ Himmler’s stud policy ”,! were unable to alter this fundamental 
fact. This could be done by a reign of terror which the Germans 
applied after the annexation of Poland in 1939. 


II 
ve 
THEORIES OF SOIL AND NATION 


‘Tue conquest and subjugation of Poland in 1939 was prepared by 
the German “ geopoliticians ” on the one hand, and by the political 
and scientific protagonists of the new “ theory of nations ” on the 
other. Neither of them were in the least original. They were under 
the influence of the book by Fr. J. Neumann, Volk und Nation,? 
written in 1888. This author claimed that the nation was a spiritual 
entity transcending all frontiers, an all-embracing entity. Albrecht 
Penck in his book Volk unter Vélkern® (1925), developed on this basis 
the ideas of “ People and Cultural Soil.”” Max Hildebert Boehm— 


1The German statistician, F. Burgdoerfer, wrote in the Voelkischer 
Beobachter of January 30th, 1941: “In 1910, almost one German in three 
was a child under 14 years of age. To-day there are four adults to 
every child. ... It should not be expected, of course, that the national 
and biological dangers, the consequences of the World War, and of the fall 
of the Intermediate Reich would have been already completely overcome ’’. 


2 People and Nation. 
* People among Peoples. 
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among many other authors—in his treatises Das eigenstaendige Volk* 
(1932) and Volkstheorie und Volkstumspolitik der Gegenwart? (1935) 
was first to use the definitions Auslandsdeutsche and Binnendeutsche,? 
who together are to form the Volksdeutsches Gesamtvolk,* and he 


draws the following conclusion : 
“*. . when the national realities over-reach the national frontiers, we are 
facing also new national tasks ”’. 


The German Foreign Secretary, von Ribbentrop, has used these 
theories to defend the “fifth column”? activities of the German minori- 
ties undertaken in various countries with a view to helping him to 
achieve the immediate aims and requirements of his foreign policy. 

The two Haushofers, Dr. Richard Henning, Dr. Leo Koerholz, 
W. Pessler and other “ geopoliticians ” ® developed the idea of Vital 
Space: they stressed that wherever the Germans were engaged 
in economic or cultural activities as colonists or as artists on tour, 
there they also spread German influence, which was instrumental 
in subordinating these territories to the interests of the German 
nation. Boehm, just quoted, added that the territories, subordinated 
in this way to the interests of the German nation, need not even be 
inhabited by Germans. He wrote: 

“The German cultural space, as defined by Penck, which is a corollary of 
the national space (Volksboden) may come into existence as a result of changes 
in the German national space, inhabited by descendants of German ancestors, 
who have, however, been de-Germanised. It may be also a space in which 
German culture is a dominant factor, a space which, though not inhabited 
Py lial is still moulded and dominated by German influences of every 

nd’. 

In this way German scientists have justified, in their eyes at least, 
the German right to conquer almost the whole world. In the light 
of this theory London, where the German Hansa had branches, is a 
part of the German Kulturraum. Many American citizens are of 
German descent: it is possible therefore to consider some parts of 
the States as German Volksboden. German architects have built 
this or that church in Poland, a few principles of German municipal 
Organisation have been adopted, some German peasants settled down 
in Polish lands in the Middle Ages, therefore the Third Reich has a 
right to these lands.® 

From such theories it is but one step to the propaganda of the 
Deutsches Auslandsinstitut in Stuttgart and the Volksbund fuer das 
Deutschtum im Ausland. This propaganda says that Germany is 

1 The Autonomous Nation. * Theory and Policy of Nationality at the 
Present Time. * Germans Abroad and Home Germans. * German National 
Totality. 

5 Robert Strausz-Hupé. Geopohtic§. The Struggle for Space and Power, 
New York, 1942. 

_ §Cf. amongst others: Ewald Liedecke. Raumordnung und Geopolitik 
in Zeitschrift fir Geopolitik, September, 1941. 
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wherever Germans are to be found. Various terms, used by German 
scientists, such as Fernsitedlung, Streusiedlung, Vorsiedlung, etc., 
which are supposed to be the scientific names for various kinds of 
German colonisation beyond the frontiers of the Reich, are just 
scientific camouflage for different stages of a policy of annexation. 
The territories in which a German minority is to be found are the 
first to be marked for seizure. 

On such imperialistic principles of Geopolitik and on the sophistical 
theory of nationality the Germans base their alleged right to Polish 
territories, especially to those which have now been incorporated in 
the Reich. The presence of a small German minority there before 
September, 1939, is considered by the Germans as a proof that this 
area forms part of the German cultural and national soil. The 
Poles must disappear from this area entirely. All the official declara- 
tions of the Nazi leaders have pointed to this from the moment the 
September campaign between Poland and Germany came to an end. 

In extremist German nationalist circles these ideas had been under 
discussion for along time. In 1906 a certain Joseph Reimer published 
a pamphlet on future German annexations in Europe. The settling 
of German colonists in areas from which the natives would have 
been expelled, as for instance the French from Alsace-Lorraine, was, 
according to Reimer, to render safe the possession by Germany of 
a great part of Europe. In 1915 Johannes Marbod published a short 
treatise: Eine Frage: wie erhalten wir der Zukunft die erhebenden 
Krdfte dieses Krieges,” in which he outlined a plan for expelling the 
French from Alsace-Lorraine and the Poles from Polish lands. He 
admits that as early as 1910 a plan was devised : 


**to complete the new order on Germany’s eastern and western frontiers 
by a colonisation policy which would force the inhabitants of the annexed 
territories to emigrate and to make room for German colonists ”’. 


We also find in Marbod’s booklet a plan foreshadowing something 
similar to the present General Gouvernement. Another author, Otto 
Freiherr von Taube in Zur Frage deutscher Siedlung auf neuer- 
worbenem Gebiet® (Berlin, 1916) also advocates the ruthless settling 
of Germans on Polish territories, and even proposes dividing the 
citizens into two legal categories: Germans, who would be first- 
class citizens, and Poles, who would belong to the second class. 

1 The Polish territories incorporated in the Reich had an area of 35,714 
square miles and a population of 10,568,000, of which 87.2 per cent. were Poles, 
6.2, per cent. Germans, and 5.5 per cent. Jews. ‘They comprise, as our maps 
show, the whole of Western Poland, from the shores of the Baltic to the 
Carpathians. 

* A question : how can we preserve for the future the elevating forces of this 
war. 

8 The question of German settlement in newly acquired territories. 
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Dr. Ernst Hunkel in Deutschland und die Polenfrage im Weltkriege! 
(Berlin, 1916) likewise discusses the Germanisation of Polish territories 
by the forcible expulsion of Poles and the settlement of Germans in 
their place. There is little doubt that these plans were not only 
discussed by publicists. Already before the European War the 
Prussian “‘ Colonisation Commission” considered these matters. 
During the war they preoccupied the General Staff and were familiar 
to General Ludendorff. But, if we are not mistaken, Bismarck was 
the first German statesman who planned the settlement of ethnic 
difficulties within territories under dispute by the transfer of popula- 
tion. It was put into practice after the annexation of Alsace-Lorraine 
which 45,000 people, who desired to remain French, were obliged 
to leave in 1872. In any case plans for to-day’s German policy in 
Poland were not lacking. 

Hellmut Sommer, a German journalist, writes in his book Voelker- 
wanderung im 20 Fahrhundert* (1941) : 


“On October 6th, 1939, the Fuehrer announced to a bewildered world 
that he intended to bring all German nationals home to the Reich. At the 
same time he announced the victorious conclusion of the German campaign 
against Poland. As soon as the military action was over, a momentous and 
decisive step towards a durable exploitation of the victory was taken. For the 
€astern provinces of the Reich this step means their complete Germanisation ”’. 


Hitler’s gauleiters of the Polish territories incorporated in the 
Reich have made many fundamental declarations on this subject. 
In a speech at Kalisz on October 6th, 1939, Arthur Greiser, the 
Gauleiter of so-called “‘ Wartheland ”’? said : 


““In ten years’ time there will be here no patch of land which will not be 
German ; every homestead will belong to German colonists. They are already 
on their way from all the provinces of the Reich, from the Baltic States, from 
Lithuania, Rumania, Russia and the Tyrol to settle down in this region. They 
Come down here one and all to wage a merciless struggle against the Polish 


peasantry ”’. 
Albert Forster, the Gauleiter of Danzig-Westpreussen,* said in 
a speech in Bydgoszcz on November 27th, 1939: 


“T have been appointed by the Fuehrer his trusted lieutenant for this 
area, and it is my duty to assure the final triumph of the German cause in 
these lands. I have received a clear order to Germanise this part of the country 
as quickly as possible ’’. 


The German press and numerous German publications are con- 
stantly discussing not only the task of the Germans in the Polish 
territories incorporated in the Reich, but also the right of Germany 


* Germany and the Polish Question in the World War. 

® The Great Migration of the Twentieth Century. 

® The Wartheland has an area of 17,000 square miles and a population of 
4-7 millions. 

* Danzig-Westpreussen has an area of 15,020 square miles and a population 
of 2.2 millions. 
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to these lands. The above-mentioned Greiser wrote in Das Reich 
of October 20th, 1940: 


** German claims to this land are based not only on the fact that the German 
people have long been colonising and cultivating this eastern area, but also 
on the fact that German tribes—Goths, Vandals and Burgundians—were the 
first inhabitants of the Wartheland. The Fuehrer is convinced that the East 
can remain a purely German territory only if this land is colonised and tilled 
by a German population, if German children grow up here—and that is why 
he has entrusted us with the task of making out of the Wartheland a true 
peasant region of Greater Germany. The fulfilment of this task will be the 
decisive factor not only for the economic future of the Wartheland, but for its 
national and political future as well’’. 


Anton Reinthaller, Under-Secretary of State in the German 
Ministry of Food and Agriculture, one of those who are to keep 
close watch on the progress of the Germanisation of the territories 
torn from Poland, has published in Das Reich of August 4th, 1940, 
an article entitled ‘“‘ Deutscher Lebensraum, Voraussetzungen 
national-sozialistischer Grosswirtschaft ”.' He writes : 


** Our Nationalist-Socialist idea of territory differs from that of plutocrats 
and their political systems. . . . It stretches further than the area in which 
our own nation lives from time immemorial—it comprises also areas which by 
nature are complementary to ours and seem to have been made for it; it 
becomes synonymous with the living space of the German nation and of the 
small nations under our protection. . . . For this great German Reich, the 
frontiers of which are yet to be fixed by the Fuehrer, conquests are really 
valuable only when the conquered land can be colonised by German peasarits 
and tilled, with limited exceptions, exclusively by Germans. Wherever 
Germans conquered a land but failed to settle their own peasantry—as, for 
instance, in the Baltic States where the German barons used alien labour 
—German rule did not last and the conquered land was lost again. Our past 
teaches us that the p.ough must follow the sword ”’. 


In the Ostdeutscher Beobachter of November 24th, 1940, we find an 
article from which we quote the following sentence : 


““ One thing is certain: In future this land, to the last thatched cottage, 
must be settled by Germans only ; they must be ready to fulfil all the tasks 
which the possession of this land and the blood spilt in its conquest entail ’’. 


In an article “‘ Unbrauchbar und abzulehnen ”* dated January 9th, 
1941, Himmler’s organ Das Schwarze Korps stated : 


“ For centuries we sinned against the German east. In some few periods 
only did Germany’s political will draw frontiers in the east for the German 
living and colonising space. Everything that was desired and won by King 
Henry or some of the princes of the eastern Marches, or Frederick the Great, 
or Maria Theresa or Joseph II, was invariably forgotten and lost by their 
successors, The victory of 1939 gave us the political power necessary to correct 
the mistakes and sins of our fathers. National Socialism has given us the 
political philosophy necessary for the fulfilment of our tasks in the east. 
Now these tasks are so deeply engraved in our conscience that we could not 
relegate them to the background. The great tasks, the great opportunity 
given by fate to us—modern Germans and contemporaries of Adolf Hitler— 


1** German living space as a condition of grand scale National-Socialist 
economy ”’. 
2“* Useless and to be rejected ”’. 
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is to make the east German and ensure that it shall remain German, not only 
politically, but as part and parcel of our country and people ”’. 


These statements are characteristic and noteworthy. They clearly 
demonstrate one truth, namely that the Germans, who have annexed 
important Polish territories, do not in the least claim that these terri- 
tories are inhabited by Germans. They only want to Germanise them. 
Greiser says that in ten years’ time not one Pole will be left there. 
Forster says that he has been ordered to Germanise, that is to say to 
Germanise something which is not German. Reiythaller warns his 
readers that only the settlement of an adequate number of German 
peasants in these territories can strengthen German rule there. 

Since their conquest the territories incorporated in the Reich are 
constantly visited by German newspapermen who describe their 
impressions. Let us examine some of these reports, many of which 
were written several months after the conquest of Polish territories 
by the Germans, at a time when the process of Germanisation was 
already in full swing. In the weekly Das Reich of April 6th, 1941, we 
find a description of the neighbourhood of Poznan, entitled “‘ Ob 
man da leben kann ”.1 The situation in a small provincial township 


is described as follows : 

“In the little crowded shops salesmen are still mostly Polish, while the 
management is already German. The role played in country districts by 
Germans transferred from Eastern Poland is played in the towns by Germans 
brought from the Baltic States. These form the greater part of the merchant 
community, of the physicians, lawyers, engineers, chemists, drugstore 
owners. ... ‘Here, Germans are still in a minority. This means they 
have to unite. It is said that there are several thousand Poles still living here ’, 
we were told by a corporal who for the first time in his life was playing for us 
the role of Pausanias in this town. How many Germans lived there apart from 
the soldiery, he could not say. He only knew that their number was increasing 
every day, and he also knew that there were 13 German girls there. . . . 

** We do not need to leave the train ; we don’t even need to name this town. 
What we saw and found there we also find in all small townships of this 
district ”’. 

The Ostdeutscher Beobachter of January 22nd, 1941, described two 
small Poznanian townships, Miedzychéd and Sierakéw. About the 
first of these townships it writes : 


“Until its occupation by the Germans in September 1939, 87 per cent. of 
the population was Polish ’’. 


And about the second : 
** Until its occupation the township had a purely Polish character ’’. 


The Ostdeutscher Beobachter of January 25th, 1941, devoted its 
attention to the district of Grodzisk : 

“ The district of Grodzisk was almost purely Polish ”’. 

The same paper published on December 28th, 1940, an interview 
with the German commissioner of the town of Zerkow, in the district 


1 *€ Can one live there ?”’ 
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of Jarocin, on the subject of his tasks at the time when administration 
was taken over by the Nazis : 


** Will anyone who is not in close touch with these problems ever realise the 
difficulties which had to be overcome? Will anyone ever realise what it meant 
to start, as the only German in the district, work of reconstruction in a purely 
Polish town, such as Zerkow ? 

“The most important task of the German commissioner was the total 
Germanisation of the district. I set upon this work with the Landrat of 
Jarocin ... by some ‘evacuations’. The criminal Polish elements— 
both the criminals and the intellectuals—have been destroyed ”’. 

This is the position in Poznania. The position in Pomerania is 
described in an article “‘ Der Osten im Umbau ” in the Deutsche 
Allgemeine Zeitung of October 24th, 1940, which states that in the 
town of Pelplin, for example, there were before September Ist, 1939, 
only 70 Germans out of a population of 5,000, the rest being Poles. 
In the same paper of August 26th, 1940, the author of an article 
* Land in Erwartung der Bauern”’* described the position in the 
district of Tuchola : 


“The district needs German peasants who would be willing to work, so 
as to own farms. The moment when the Germanisation of the district will 
start is impatiently awaited here ’’. 


The weekly Das Reich of October 20th, 1940, describes the country 
around Ciechanéw, Plock and Pultusk, which has been detached 
from the central area of Poland and annexed to East Prussia? as dis- 
trict of Zichenau. The author of the article entitled “‘ Masovien— 
junges Grenzland ”* is obviously perplexed on what to base the 
German claims to these territories, but still he writes : 


** And so this land has slept for a thousand years: it is settled and inhabited 
by a people which, it is true, is deeply permeated from a racial point of view 
by Germanic blood, but which is culturally purely Polish. The population 
is hopelessly Slavonised ”’. 


The Frankfurter Zeitung of August 20th, 1940, published an article 
** Zichenau—alt und neu ”* which says : 


** The streets are swarming with Polish children .. . only when the war 
is ended can Germans be settled here who will bring the work of the first 
pioneers to its conclusion ”’- 


The Warschauer Zeitung of August 18th-19th, 1940, tries in turn 
to explain that Silesia is a German province, and it bitterly com- 
plains that : 

** The Silesian boys and girls of 20 years of age were often unable to greet 
the invading German forces in German or to understand what they said ”’. 


An article in the same paper of November 14th, 1940, deals with 


LccY and awaiting peasants.” 

* East Prussia, including those newly annexed districts, has now an area of 
20,360 square miles and a population of 3.3 millions. 

3 Masovia, a young borderland.”’ 

4 << Ciechanow old and new ”’. 


THEORIES OF SOIL AND NATION II 


the position in the Sosnowiec-Dabrowa Gornicza region of Silesia’ 
and describes it as inhabited by a purely Polish population, but 
hastens to add : 


4 . this land will also become purely German, like every other German 
Gau ”’. 


Such is, even in the light of Nazi propaganda, the “‘ German 
character ” of that part of Poland which has been incorporated in the 
Reich. No wonder one of the trusted lieutenants of Himmler, one 
Dr. Coulon, whose task it is to Germanise Polish territories, com- 
mitted the following indiscretion in the Christmas 1940 issue of the 
Ostdeutscher Beobachter : 


** During the last 1,000 years the eastern territories, though continuously 
flooded by new waves of German blood, never became a native German soil ” 


Ill 
GERMAN COLONISATION IN POLAND SINCE 1939 


‘Tue Polish lands incorporated in the Reich are being Germanised 
mainly by a policy of transfer of population. The Poles are being 
expelled wholesale and Germans settled in their place. The property 
of the expelled Poles is confiscated, with the exception of small 
bundles which those who are thrown out of their houses are permitted 
to take away with them. The German settlers enjoy every kind of 
privilege. For instance, the Germans transferred from Latvia and 
Estonia had given up 215,000 acres of land. They were given as 
compensation 362,000 acres in Polish lands incorporated in the 
Reich. 

These operations, begun in October 1939, continued for a con- 
siderable time. They were conducted under the direction of Himmler 
who, on October 7th, 1939, was appointed “‘ commissioner for the 
strengthening of the German nation.” The technical side of the 
transfer of the Germans is handled by the Deutsche Umsiedlung- 
Treuhand G.m.b.H. The expulsion of the Poles is simply in the 
hands of the Gestapo and the police. Confiscated Polish property 


1The present German administrative district of “‘ Oberschlesien”’ has an 
area of 8,108 square miles and a population of 4.3 millions. It includes, in 
addition to the former regency of Opole, the whole Polish voievodship of 
Silesia, the coal basin of Sosnowiec-Dabrowa and a slice of the voievodship 
of Cracow. Cf. map. 

2 An interesting neutral account of these German proceedings in western 
Polend was published in the Zurich Die Tat of May 26th, 1942, and in the 
New York Foreign Affairs of July, 1942. 
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in towns is administered by and later divided among the transferred 
Germans by the so-called “‘ Haupttreuhandstelle Ost”. The con- 
fiscated Polish property in the country is managed and distributed 
to German colonists by the Ostdeutsche Landwirtschaftsgesell- 
schaft m.b.H. and its supplementary organisations, the so-called 
Bauernsiedlungs-Gesellschaften. In spite of the fact that it deals 
with confiscated Polish property, the cost of this operation is stupen- 
dous. One banking concern alone under the leadership of the Dres- 
dener Bank has advanced credits to the amount of 100 million Rm. 
to cover the expenses of the transfer and of the settlement of the 
Baltic Germans. The Reichskuratorium fuer Technik in der Land- 
wirtschaft and Reichslandwirtschaftsrat J. Siebold have calculated 
that about 12,000 million Rm. will be required to finance the 
ten-year plan covering the reconstruction of German farms in the 
east. Asum of well-nigh 76 million is included in the 1940 balance- 
sheet of the Deutsche Umsiedlung-Treuhand G.m.b.H. as expenses 
for temporary relief of transferred Germans only. In 1941, subsidies 
and credits of the same character amounted to 237 million Reichs- 
mark. A separate enterprise on a large scale by the Burgschafts- 
gesellschaft fuer Handwerksiedler m.b.H.,? specially created for this 
purpose, is mobilising important credits to Germanise various 
crafts. 

Here are some statistics of Germans transferred from foreign 


countries to the Reich as prospective colonists : 
Start of repatriation 


From Estonia .. a oR »- 13,385 
~~ Late of a ie es Boh November, 1939. 
» the Tyrol a ~ 206,557. November, 1939. 
9»  soviet-occupied Poland. . .. 130,000 November, 1939. 
+ La General Gouvernement .. 30,116 September, 1940. 
: ssarabia ne a -- 90,746 
= North Bukowina. . oe es al October, 1940. 

South Bukowina. . ae -» 54,650 
the Dobrudja_.. a ss eeot December, 1940. 
99 Lithuania. . we ie -- 47,000 January, I94I. 
>> Baltic countries (not specified)... 17,000 February, 1941. 
Total... z .- 683,185° 


It should be noted here that these numbers would appear to be 
too high, as many Ukrainians were among the Germans transferred 
from Soviet-occupied Poland—such at least is the claim of H. Johst 
in Ruf des Reiches—Echo des Volkes (1940). These Ukrainians were 


1 Voelkischer Beobachter, April 8th, 1942. 

2 Guarantee Corporation for Handicrafts. _ 

3 Das Reich, April 27th, 1941. The sum total of arrivals from these countries 
given by Frankfurter Zeitung of April 3rd, 1942, is 659,492. ‘This difference 
of 24,693 throws some doubt on the reliability of German statistics. 
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said to have come with the full knowledge of the German authorities, 
and probably swelled the Ukrainian ranks prepared by the Germans 
for their action against Soviet Russia. Eventually very few Tyrolese 
were settled in Poland as they were later diverted to Yugoslavia and 
other occupied countries. The settlement of Germans from Lithu- 
ania in Poland was countermanded. At the time of writing they 
appear to have been sent back to Lithuania, which meanwhile has 
been occupied by German troops. 

The transferred Germans were not settled at onte in their new 
homes. They were at first directed to assembling camps where they 
had to attend a course in Nazi “ideology.” According to German 
sources and to the German press, a very large part of them had only 
a very vague idea of National Socialism and of their tasks as German 
pioneers in purely Polish lands. The young people spoke German 
either very badly or not at all. In an article “‘ Neues Deutsches 
Bauerntum im Osten’! the Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung of Novem- 
ber 3rd, 1940, described the young Germans transferred from the 
east and reached the following conclusions : 


“They speak German very inadequately and write German only ir- 
differently ”’. 


The Ostdeutscher Beobachter of November 19th of the same year 
described the work of Nazi girls attached to every group of newly 
settled colonists, and said : 


**A special effort must be made to teach the children to speak German 
correctly ”’. e 


Two days later the same paper returned once more to this subject 
and added : 


“Not all Germans transferred here from Volhynia have shown the same 
determination and will to resist. . . . No wonder that the girls from the 
Arbeitsdienst meet families of colonists whose German consciousness is almost 
completely moribund. This must first of all be free from foreign influences ”’. 


Elder peasants are often completely denationalised. It has been 
decided to settle the denationalised peasant families in Central 
Germany, so that they may be re-educated in purely German sur- 
roundings.2, The main instruction given to would-be colonists in 
Polish territories is the strongly worded advice not to mix with Poles. 
The gauleiters of the incorporated territories are constantly repeating 
this advice to the peasants and townsfolk already settled there. This 
is largely due to the fact that the Nazi authorities realise how quickly 


1 New German Peasantry in the East. 

* The Frankfurter Zeitung of March 6th, 1941, in an article entitled ‘“‘ Bauer 
Muthall kehrt heim ”’, states: “ Not all Bessarabian Germans are sent to 
the east. Some of them remain in the Reich: their Germanism has been 
so watered down during centuries that they are unfit to become colonists in 
these new parts of Germany ”’ 
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Germans are likely to be denationalised, especially those who have 
been already partly assimilated by some foreign nation. The German 
authorities are also heeding the principles worked out with great 
precision by the colonisation practice of the Second Reich and by 
German science, which has always been an instrument of German 
policy. 

The instructions of the Prussian Government to the Landrats, 


issued in 1887, stated : 

*“One of the main tasks of the Prussian Administration in Poznania and 
West Prussia is to guard the German minority against a twofold danger: of 
emigration and of Polonisation, and also to maintain, and if possible to increase, 
the numerical strength of this minority ”’. 


In 1903 the Prussian Government embarked on a policy of separate 
boarding houses for Polish schoolboys, to prevent them from staying 
with private German families on which they might exert “ Polish 
propaganda.” 

Among the many scientific treatises on the rdle which Germans 
living abroad are to play in the life of Germany, the book of Rudolf 
Heberle, Auslandvolkstum—Soziologische Betrachtungen zum Studium 
des Deutschtums im Auslande (1936), deserves special attention. The 
author allots no mean tasks to German minorities. He proclaims two 
principles of German colonisation abroad : 

(1) The principle of mass colonisation, of creating whole settle- 


ments of purely German colonists. He says : 

“The creation of compact village settlements will make the infiltration of 
alien families more difficult ; such infiltration is facilitated by settling single 
families here and there. Also when the whole settlement is inhabited by 
people of one race a more intense communal life is thereby facilitated ”’. 

(2) The principle of granting privileges to colonists as distinct 
from those who live side by side with them : 

** The social position of a national group compared with the position of other 
national groups is always a matter of the highest importance ”’: 

In the present attempt to Germanise the lands torn from Poland, 
all these ideas are applied with ruthless consistency. It may be 
worth while to examine a series of typical examples more closely. 

Regierungsrat Dr. Coulon, whose name we have already mentioned, 
addressing a meeting of the officials of the Reichsarbeitsdienst 
Wartheland, said : 

“Contacts between Germans and Poles cannot exist. The line which 
separates the two races must be the more impassable the more we stress the 
unity and cohesion of the Germans ”’. 


Gauleiter Greiser, in his reply to the great programme speech of 
the Minister of Education of the Reich, Rust, published in the Ost- 
deutscher Beobachter of February 23rd, 1940, gave the following advice 


to German youth : 
“Herr Minister, I will educate your youth so sternly that they will never 
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forget these Polish intellectual criminals. Hate is the necessary companion 
of love. We love the German people only when we hate the Polish nation 
like a contagious disease ”’. 


At the beginning of 1941 Greiser sent a message to the inhabitants 
of his Gau, in which he said: 


“The dangers confronting the very essence of our German community 
are still overwhelming. Do not let your foreign and alien surroundings have 
the slightest influence on you. Do not be kind; be hard and yet harder’. 


In order to isolate the transferred Germans from their Polish 
environment, they are taught to hate everything Polish. 

An engineer, Reichert, in an article in the Voelkischer Beobachter 
of January 5th, 1941, supports the practice of compact settlement—of 
establishing families from the same neighbourhood in one village. 
He says : 

“This idea is taken fully into account in the creation of a new German 
peasantry in our National-Socialist State. Wherever a large number of farms 
for new colonists is founded, a new group, Originating from one neighbourhood, 
is settled. Individual peasant families have known each other for many years ; 


they have the same system of work, the same habits, and they form a compact 
whole ”’. 


That is why German peasants from Volhynia are all compactly 
settled in one region. The same method is applied to Germans 
transferred from the Dobrudja, Bessarabia, etc. ‘Their mutual ties 
are for political reasons not broken up during the period of transfer. 
They continue to live in the same groups, they continue to be taught, 
controlled and watched—by the Gestapo. 


“IV 
GERMAN HOPES AND FEARS 


‘THe German settlement of Polish territories may be illustrated 
by the following figures : 


On August 3Ist, 1939, 9,221,000 Poles lived in the territories 
incorporated in the German Reich and constituted 87.2 per cent. 
of the population. Over a million and a half Poles have been 
expelled from these territories to the so-called General Gouverne- 
ment and about 7,700,000 Poles still remain. 

On August 31st, 1939—according to Polish sources'—about 
653,000 Germans lived in this territory, constituting 6.2 per cent. 
of the total population. Furthermore about 400,000 Germans trans- 


1Cf. Concise Statistical Year-Book of Poland, September, 1939—June, 1941. 
London 1941. 
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ferred from eastern Europe have been settled there between 
October Ist, 1939, and December 31st, 1941, and also about 100,000 
Germans from the interior of the Reich, mostly officials, officers’ 
families, etc. The total number of Germans in the territories which 
are the object of our study should therefore be to-day somewhere 
around 1,150,000 and their percentage may be admitted to have risen 
as a result of the transfer of population, up to December 31st, 1941, 
to roughly 12 per cent., while the percentage of Poles fell during the 
same period to 81.5. These are approximate figures. They have been 
obtained by such methods as Polish students at present in the 
country are able to apply. For obvious reasons the Germans 
have not published complete data concerning settlement. The only 
figures they have disclosed have reference to the number of Germans 
repatriated from the east and settled in the “‘ Wartheland.” Accord- 
ing to the Essen National Zeitung of June 16th, 1942, the number of 
immigrants established in the “ Wartheland ” is 223,085. 

In any case the Polish computations do not differ very markedly 
from German statistics. Gauleiter Greiser, in a speech delivered at 
Vienna on May 18th, 1942, gave the percentage of Germans in the 
“* Wartheland ” at the present time as sixteen. Now German coloni- 
sation has been most active in this part of the country. According to 
unverified reports, in the district of Ciechanow (Zichenau) the per- 
centage of German population has up to date not risen above three to 
the hundred. It would appear therefore that the percentage of 
Germans in the whole area annexed to the Reich, which we estimate 
at I2 per cent., is not only probable but approximately accurate. 

In spite of the vast organisation they have created, in spite of their 
financial effort, the Germans have succeeded only to a very small 
extent in changing the national structure of the Polish territories 
incorporated in the Reich. 

Since January Ist, 1942, the whole enterprise of settling new 
populations in Poland seems to have been entirely stopped. The 
whole machinery of transport as well as all the energies of the 
administration and of the S.S. units appear to have become completely 
absorbed by the war in Russia. The remnants of the repatriated 
Germans are not being directed to their places of destination but 
remain in assembly camps where they are used by the German 
authorities as labour columns. Large numbers of repatriated 
persons are waiting to be settled in the assembly centres of Silesia 
which, according to the National Zeitung of Essen of February Ist, 
1942, number about 120. 

In all German publications it has been stressed for some time that 
the rea} colonisation of Polish territories will not start until after the 
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war. According to German plans,” this should result in settling 
in Polish lands some 3 or 4 million colonists, recruited mostly among 
demobilised German soldiers. Special organisations have already 
been created to administer the businesses and premises which are 
to be given to demobilised German soldiers. For future colonists 
in towns this task is being performed by the “ Auffanggesellschaft 
fuer Kriegsteilnehmerbetriebe des Handels im Reichsgau Warthe- 
land” at Poznan and a similar company at Katowice. As these 
institutions are in charge of property confiscated from Poles it is only 
natural that the promises lavished on soldiers are overwhelming. We 
read in the Kattowitzer Zeitung of January 27th, 1941 : 

“A front-line soldier will receive a business which is not only properly 
Organised and supplied with all sorts of goods, but which also enjoys a steady 
Patronage and has proved its ability to hold its own. For the duration of the 
war the business is directed by a trustee under the supervision of a limited 
company. All profits go to improving the business. After the war the front- 
line soldier will be able to buy such a business on unbelievably easy terms, 
While his own capital may represent only a fraction of the value of the 
business ”’. ~ 

Within the framework of this plan of transfer of population 60,000 
families are to be transferred from Baden and 50,000 families from 
Wuertemberg to Polish territories. The first intimations of this plan, 
published in January 1940 by the Institut fuer Raumforschung, 
outraged the farmers of these parts of the Reich, none of whom had 
any desire to be transplanted to the unknown, alien and insecure East. 
German public opinion seems also to be highly doubtful whether the 
front-line soldiers will be willing to settle in the East. At the end of 
1940 Prof. Bruno Rauecker expressed these misgivings in the 
Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung : 

** The demobilised farmer, who during the war has seen quite a bit of Europe, 
will remain on the land only if country life assures him sufficient chances of 
sOcial progress ”’. 

He adds, however, that the preparation for, and the actual progress 
of colonisation in the east justifies the hope that these difficulties 
will be overcome, and that the Germans will again march to the 


€ast to colonise and to remain there : 

“The drive to the west, which was so characteristic of German internal 
Migrations in the nineteenth century and in those decades of the twentieth 
century which are behind us, will be replaced in the nearest future by a drive 
to the east ”’. 

However, one fails to detect in the German people any signs of this 


drive to the east as they do not understand it and are not in sympathy 





1 Dr. K. Kummer writes in the Berliner Boersen Zeitung of October 5th, 1940 : 
“ The territories conquered in the east will be colonised only after the war. 
The colonists will be chosen from among those who were on active service, 
either in the east or west’’. 

2 Cf. the article of Herr Koester in the publication Raumforschung und 
Raumordnung of March 1941. 
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with the German efforts at colonisation. The peasants.of the Rhine- 
Jand are no exception. The German press had to explain for a long 
time where Poznan, Katowice and Torun were. The organ of 
Himmler’s storm-troops, Das Schwarze Korps, denounces in almost 
every number frequent examples of the unwillingness of the citizens 
of the Reich to settle in territories torn from Poland. The Nazi 
organisations have had to start special propaganda campaigns on the 
importance of the east for Germany. In the history of Polish- 
German relations it often happened that the Germanising crusades 
of the German Government were the product of slogans, plans and 
doctrines, but not of the true desires and aims of the whole German 
nation; more often that not such crusades were imposed on 
the German people. 

The present process of colonisation seems to prove that the task 
of Germanising the Polish territories incorporated in the Reich is— 
even from a purely numerical point of view—too great for the 
possibilities of the German national organism. The German nation, 
which even before 1914 needed foreign labour, has been since 1918 
subject to an acute demographic crisis: according to the German 
statistician Burgdoerfer! and to official German statistics* the German 
nation is on the threshold of decline. And this nation is now con- 
fronting the task of Germanising a territory where 90 per cent. 
of the inhabitants are Poles. After two years of almost super- 
human effort the percentage of Germans in this area actually rose by 
only 6 per cent. No wonder German publications and statements, 
with the exception of those of a purely propagandist character, con- 
stantly and anxiously return to this problem of numbers.* 

As a result of the ruthless expulsion of Poles and the inadequate 
influx of Germans, the population of many towns in the area incor- 
porated in the Reich has been halved. In this connection, A. W. 
Schuermann devoted an article in the Ostdeutscher Beobachter of 


December t1oth, 1939, to the problem of skilled trades : 

** In order to give a German character to the skilled trades in the Wartheland, 
a strong influx of Germans from the Reich is absolutely essential. The call-up 
in this direction is already under way and will be continued. A quick success 
of this call-up is the more desirable in that one cannot expect the necessary 
changes to be forthcoming by the mere settlement of German artisans trans- 
ferred here from the Baltic States ”’. 

Schuermann expects that the number of craftsmen will decrease 
in comparison with their number on August 3Ist, 1939. It is obvious 
that, together with the decrease in the urban population, the earnings 
of craftsmen have decreased, too. 


1 Friedrich Burgdoerfer : Volk ohne Fugend—III Auflage, 1935. 

2 Statistik des Deutschen Reiches, Band 451-2. Die Bevoelkerung des deutschen 
Reiches nach den Ergebnissen der Volkszachlung, 1933. Berlin, 1936. 

3 E.g. © Ostland,” July 1, 1942. 
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The Gauleiter of Silesia, Bracht, complains that there is a shortage 
of Germans in this province. We read in an interview with him in 
the Voelkischer Beobachter of March 13th, 1941 : 


“Do not think that this action can be brought to a successful conclusion 
without a mass influx of the best Germans from other parts of the Reich. 
Our call is directed to the many thousands of our countrymen who want 
work and who can find an outlet for their abilities here in the east. The native 
German element here is insufficient even for the work which we are facing in 
the territory of the old Reich”’. 


Other authors warn against the catastrophic consequences of an 
inadequate German settlement in the incorporated areas. As 
long as the German population is scarce, it is impossible to avoid 
using Polish labour in the incorporated areas. Not only do.Germans 
depend on the Polish element, but there is even a danger that the 
German colonists may be Polonised, or at least that the Poles will 
regain their former positions. The German authors and newspaper- 
men, who stress these dangers, recall the fate of the German minority 
in Latvia and Estonia. There it was composed of a caste of land- 
lords, enjoying many privileges but forming a ‘minority. At long 
last they had to capitulate before the living force of the native popula- 
tion, which slowly rose from the bottom. Ina pamphlet, Baltischer 
Aufbruch zum deutschen Osten (1940), Hans Krieg says : 


““In order to understand the present position we must assess at its true 
value the fact that a nationality can hold its own for a long time only when a 
bourgeoisie with a ruling class above it emerges from the peasantry. Granted 
that a sound and well-balanced national group needs a peasantry of the same 
Stock, we must confess that this essential class was lacking in the German 
National group of the ‘ Balticum’ ”’. 

In the above-mentioned article ““ Deutscher Lebensraum ” Anton 
Reinthaller gives vivid expression to these German fears : 


“‘ A Herrenvolk must remain faithful to the soil of the sacred Fatherland. 
Relying on alien seasonal labour brings in its wake an intolerable sub- 
immigration (Unterwanderung), and finally a threat to those small and medium 
farms which are the recruiting centre first of native farm-hands, then of new 
colonists and finally of townsfolk. To enrol an army of hundreds of thousands 
of colonists, which our eastern provinces need, is our most urgent task’. 

In the Ostdeutscher Beobachter of February roth, 1941, Brigade- 
fuehrer Greifelt, Himmiler’s right-hand man in the Germanisation 
of Polish territories, finds some comfort in the hope that the “‘ Polish 
danger” may be avoided by segregating the Poles. He says: 


“Both our future aim of completely Germanising these territories and a 
clear national policy require that such dwellings of Polish workers as are 
temporarily still necessary should be far removed from German settlements ”’. 


In this way he comes back to the system applied in the Second 
Reich on the basis of the anti-Polish laws of the period prior to 1914. 
These laws also aimed at isolating the “‘ dangerous ” Poles. Arthur 
Greiser, whom we have already mentioned and who is Hitler’s trusted 
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deputy for incorporated Poznania, considers that the problem can be 


settled if only the authorities are ruthless enough : 
“The pace of our work taken from the very beginning cannot slow down 
on account of the fact that we have to use Polish labour to a large extent ”’. 


But the problem is still there and its acuteness is shown by the 
obtrusive eagerness with which Dutchmen are now being encouraged 
to volunteer for settlement not only in the territories more recently 
occupied by the German armies in the east but even in the Polish 
districts annexed to the Reich. A Dutch author has actually written 
a pamphlet on the subject. A company styled Nederlandsche Ost 
Compagnie in The Hague is concerned with all the financial and 
economic transactions involved in moving Dutchmen to the east. 
In October 1941 the foundation stone of a block of homesteads for 
Dutch artisans was laid at Poznan. It appears that the first group 
of Dutch craftsmen has already arrived at Poznan. But neither 
craftsmen nor farmers in Holland are very eager to move into terri- 
tories dominated by Germany contrary to international law, and to 
face an uncertain future. 


Vv 
A POLICY OF EXTERMINATION 


Poss remain in the incorporated area. They number many more 
than seven and a half million. But the deportations go on without 
a break. 

These deportations were made in two directions. Poles were 
deported primarily to the so-called ‘‘ General Gouvernement,” 
which formed the eastern half of German-occupied Poland. The 
*“ General Gouvernement ” was described by Berlin as the area of 
“a free national life for Poles”. This is not the proper place to 
examine how this was being realised. Suffice it to say that in this 
area Poles have been classified as second-class citizens, while 
Germans are privileged in every respect, as befits the Herrenvolk 
ruling over the Poles. 

The deportations of Poles from incorporated territories to the 
General Gouvernement have resulted in an over-population of this 
area. On August 31st, 1939, the density of population amounted there 
to 313.8 persons to the square mile, and now this figure has risen 
to nearly 370. Even Nazi officials admit that. In a special number 


SSS 


? Pieter Emil Keuchenius, Volk und Lebensraum. Utrecht, 1941. 
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of the Warschauer Zeitung in August 1940 the legal adviser to the 
German Governor General, Dr. Albert Weh, was the first to raise 
this matter. Describing the legal problems in the General 
Gouvernement he added: 

“The position is difficult, as the proportion of the population to the area 
available is highly unsatisfactory ”’. 

Should the Germans succeed in their plans for Germanising the 
incorporated territories and deport nearly eight million Poles to the 
General Gouvernement, then the density of population there would 
rise to 560 persons to the square mile. As there is not much industry 
in the General Gouvernement, nor do the Germans intend to develop 
it since the industry in the “‘ New Order” is to be centred in 
Germany alone, as the soil in the General Gouvernement is often 
poor and cannot feed a very large population—the plan of settling 
all these people there is nonsensical from a demographic and 
economic point of view. 

The Germans, however, resort also to another method of weaken- 
ing the Polish element in the incorporated territories—they deport 
Poles to forced labour in the interior of Germany. There they are 
dispersed in districts which are purely German, in the expectation 
that they will become exhausted by excessive work and the effects of 
war, or denationalised under the influence of their surroundings. 
But in this respect Poles are particularly resistant. They withstood 
all attempts at Germanisation in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries, although they were then also dispersed through- 
out the Second Reich. Poles survived in the Third Reich as the most 
numerous national minority of close on 1,180,000 people. We may 
be certain, therefore, that Poles in the interior of the Reich will again 
survive, all the more so as there are now many more of them there 
than ever before and since Poles in the Reich are to-day in contact 
with Czechs and other nationals of conquered countries. 

In brief, owing to the numerical strength of the Polish inhabitants 
and their stubborn resistance, it is almost impossible to solve the 
problem of Germanising the incorporated Polish territories in any 
normal way. The Germans themselves are fully aware of this. That 
is why they do not stop short of the most brutal methods of mass 
executions and of destruction of Polish youth. 

The German terror in the incorporated territories has been 
sufficiently described in official Polish publications. Here we shall 
only state that the destruction of Polish youth—the biological base 
of the Polish nation’s strength, which is both stronger and more 
numerous than the same age groups of the German nation—is pro- 
ceeding in two ways : methodical discrimination in food rationing and 
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no less systematic physical overwork, intended to undermine the 
stamina of young Poles. 

The prohibition of the sale of chocolate, rice, full-milk and even 
vegetables to Poles is aimed at lowering the nutrition of Polish youth. 

In the Ostdeutscher Beobachter of November 11th, 1940, we find a 
decree of the Mayor of Poznan providing German children and 
young people with fruit. Poles are excluded from this arrangement. 

The same paper published on January 2nd, 1941, an order for- 
bidding the sale of wheaten bread or wheat-flour to Poles which, of 
course, adversely affects the diet of Polish children. And it must not 
be forgotten that the food-rations for Poles are much below the 
quantities allowed to Germans in the entire Reich. 

The Koelnische Zeitung (Nr. 584 of 1940) in an article “ Neues 
Leben im Osten ”’ reveals yet more brutal methods of getting rid of 
Polish youth and breaking the Polish excess of births over deaths, 
so menacing for the Germans. A great number of Polish girls, aged 
between 12 and 14, children of Polish parents, have been sent to 
Germany from the L6dz district in the “ Wartheland.” The German 
paper states that these girls have been sent away not only to learn 
German, but also to become “ German women.” ‘The separation 
of young girls from their families to be brought up amidst strangers 
and their subsequent use as breeders for the decaying German people 
is perhaps the most brutal example of the policy of Germanising the 
incorporated Polish territories. 

Where population transfers fail, mechanical force is applied, and 
this is one of the main instruments of the policy of “ Eindeutschung ”’. 
It is not in vain that lectures like that of a certain Heinrich Weiss 
in December 1940 are being given at training courses for Nazi party 


workers in Poznan. The account of this lecture is characteristic : 

** Loud cheers showed that the speaker’s words had stirred the audience. 
These determined words deepened the conviction of us all that we must 
continue to wage 2 hard and ruthless struggle for the safeguarding of the 
German character of the east ’’.1 


Always the same thought and the same aim are recurring. They 
were best expressed, with all their broad strategic and political 
implications, by General Hans von Seeckt :? 

“Poland is the kernel of the eastern problem. The existence of Poland 


is intolerable and cannot be reconciled with the vital interests of Germany. 
Poland must perish ; she will perish ”’. 


This verdict, uttered in 1920 by a prominent German military leader 
and expert, is one more proof that throughout the ages Germany’s 
attitude to Poland has been as ruthless, spiteful and hate-obsessed 
as it is to-day in the full blast of Hitler’s policy of extermination. 


1 Ostdeutscher Beobachter, December 7th, 1940. 
2Gen. Dr. h.c. von Rabenau: Hans von Seeckt : aus seinem Leben, 1918 
bis 1936. Leipzig, 1940. 


VI 
SHORTCOMINGS OF GERMANISATION 


Tus policy of Germanisation of Polish territories incorporated in 
the Reich has many economic, cultural and social consequences. 

The mass deportation of Poles combined with the present inade- 
quate influx of Germans and the unpromising outlook for German 
colonisation in the future, has led to the lowering of the density of 
population in these districts. The Germans expect this phenomenon 
to be lasting. 

According to the last Polish census (1931) the density of popula- 
tion in the rural areas of the incorporated provinces amounted in 
some places to 318 persons per square mile. According to German 
plans this density is to be reduced to not more than 209 persons per 
square mile, and in the district of Ciechanow even to 150 persons. 
In view of this decrease in the population, the area of the peasant 
farms is to be increased to an average of between ‘50 and 95 acres per 
farm. Furthermore, the lowering of the density of population— 
itself a result of the expulsion of the Poles—is to be counteracted by 
an increase in the acreage of woodlands. According to Das Reich 
of December 15th, 1940, the percentage of forest area is to be raised 
from 16 per cent. to 30 per cent. of the total area. 

The Ost-Steuerhilfe-Verordnung of December 9th, 1940, confers 
special and far-reaching privileges on German business, trade, crafts 
and capital investments of all kinds in the incorporated area in com- 
parison with the rest of the Reich. This law aims at inducing 
business men from the interior of the Reich to settle in Polish lands. 
Huge tax reductions of every sort are granted to attract capital to the 
east, while the influx of German workers from other parts of the 
Reich is encouraged by higher wages and by opportunities of buying 
houses on very easy terms. In the Second Reich officials were lured 
to the east by special bonuses (Ostmarkenzulagen) ; to-day, in the 
Third Reich, similar inducements are offered to officials in the annexed 
territories. The Ost-Steuerhilfe-Verordnung lowered the cost 
of production in the incorporated territories to such an extent that 
German - businessmen in adjoining areas belonging to the Reich 
prior to September Ist, 1939, felt their interests threatened, and 
protested loudly. To silence them these tax rebates and grants were 
extended, as from the end of February, 1941, to all territories east 
of the river Oder. 

The Ost-Steuerhilfe-Verordnung was not the only decree aiming 
at the Germanisation of the East which provoked dissension and 
grumbling. The Polish economic organism—firmly coherent before 


September, 1939—was divided in two by the creation of a customs 
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and currency frontier between the incorporated territories and the 
General Gouvernement. 

The industrial establishments in the incorporated area, all of 
which were expropriated and given to German owners, lost their 
natural markets. The eastern section of the Committee for the 
Frontier Trade of the “‘ Reichswirtschaftskammer,” at its meeting 
of November 1940 in Olsztyn (Allenstein), demanded in the 
strongest terms the economic reunion, at least in part, of the General 
Gouvernement with the incorporated part of Poland. The tem- 
porary customs and currency facilities for trading between these two 
parts of Poland, which expired in November I940 were at once 
restored. At the end of 1940 a special committee of the Reich Minis- 
try of Economics reviewed the whole problem of railway tariffs, of 
their system and of reductions aimed at disposing of difficulties 
resulting from large distances. This problem was not new. German 
industry had had to face it even before 1914; according to many 
authors it was at the root of the deficient industrialisation of eastern 
_ Germany under the Second Reich. 

Even Danzig was affected by this unnatural economic policy of 
Germanisation of the incorporated Polish territories. Owing to the 
events of September 1939 it lost all its “‘ hinterland.”” There is 
nothing a Pole could add to the conclusions of the article: “ Zwischen 
Danzig und Thorn—Wandlungen und Aufbau an der Unterweichsel”’, 
which appeared in Das Reich of December 29th, 1940. We read there : 


“The main part of the economic area which used Danzig as its port is 
now in Russian hands. This applies primarily to the great forest areas which 
supplied the timber exported from the Danzig docks. Danzig was specially 
equipped for this trade. Trade with the Baltic countries has also been cut off. 
From the point of view of transport the area of the Warthe is now linked with 
the River Oder. The same is true of Upper Silesia, which is now linked with 
the Oder by the Adolf Hitler Canal; in future, moreover, its connection with 
the Danube, now planned, will also affect its trade. In the General Gouverne- 
ment the largest trading firms from Hamburg and Bremen compete with 
Danzig firms, and the competition of Koenigsberg is also being felt. In this 
connection it may be useful to recall that before 1914 the turnover of the port 
of Danzig amounted to some two and a half million tons a year, while in recent 
years, when it was economically a part of Poland, it handled some 6 or 7 million 
tons of goods a year ’”’. 


It is of course but little comfort for the Danzig people that they 
were not better off before 1914. The weekly Das Reich of April 13th, 
I94I, in its article “Begegnung mit Danzigern” had to add the 
following remark : 


“«. .. The inhabitants of Danzig are of independent character and are 
unwilling to think that we, the natives of the old Reich, are in all respects 
such excellent teachers and guides. The people of Danzig are conscious of 
their own history, though often they do not realise this themselves ”’. 


1< Encounter with Danzigers.” 
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The Frankfurter Zeitung of January 4th, 1941, discussed the same 
subject, adding plainly that the favourable position of Danzig in 
recent years was due to its links with its Polish hinterland. In this 
way “‘ Eindeutschung”’ reacts unfavourably on the economic struc- 
ture of the incorporated territories and the lapse of time does not 
appear to improve matters. In the summer of 1942 at a meeting at 
Zoppot—in the presence of the Minister of Economy of the Reich, 
Funk, the official representatives of Danzig business circles publicly 
raised the question of the severance of their city from the Polish 
economic area. 

The same applies to the cultural field. The “ Ezdeutschung ”’ 
affects especially the peasantry of western Poland whose cultural 
level was very high. This was proved most clearly by the struggle 
of those peasants against their German oppressors in the late nine- 
teenth and early twentieth centuries—a struggle which ended in 1918 
with the restoration of the Polish State. Bismarck, Hitler’s pre- 
decessor in his great anti-Polish crusade, was the first to notice this. 
In his speech of January 28th, 1886, on the attitude of the German 
people towards the Poles in those Polish lands, which were then a 
part of Germany, he said : 


“The curious fact in this struggle is that—contrary to what people abroad 
think and what our optimists believe—the German people are not victorious 
and that Germanisation is not making any progress. ‘The curious fact is that 
it is the Polish people who make progress. We should, therefore, ask the 
question : how is this possible at a time when the German element is receiving 
such large aid from the Government ? ” 


In a book entitled Das polnische Gemeinwesen im preussischen Staate 
(1907), Professor L. Bernhard stressed that the Polish peasantry in these 
territories was culturally superior to the colonists, who were already 
then settled by German authorities, although these used all the means 
of pressure at their disposal. In the period between 1896 and I9o4, 
Poles bought from Germans 8,378 holdings with a total area of 
290,000 acres in Poznania and Pomerania. By parcellation they 
bought from Germans 35,486 holdings with a total area of 375,000 
acres. Altogether during those years Polish farmers, anxious to 
increase their holdings, acquired as much as 655,000 acres of land. 

While anti-Polish laws were being enacted, Polish resistance was 
acknowledged at the sitting of the Prussian Diet of May roth, 1904, 
by Herr Hammerstein, Prussian Minister of the Interior, who said : 


«_. . In our eastern provinces we must stretch out a strong hand to the 
Germans engaged in the struggle against the Poles. The German element, 
which we wish to maintain in our eastern provinces, is being weakened in favour 
of the Poles. This is a danger for our fatherland ”’ 


In independent Poland the cultural level of the western Polish 
peasantry rose higher still. To-day this peasantry is groaning under 
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the blows of deportation and confiscation of their ancestral holdings. 
Their place is being taken by German settlers brought from distant 
lands and settled by the German authorities in the villages of west- 
ern Poland ; these same German settlers are called in the German 
emigré press “‘uncouth and verminous ”.' Upon their arrival in 
Germany they—especially those from Bessarabia—are immediately 
““ deloused ”. Secondly, they are taught how to use western 
European methods of tilling the land. Such is the level of the 
majority of the new settlers. Only the Germans from the Baltic 
States are on the same cultura] level as those Poles who are being 
transported wholesale. 

In the Ostdeutscher Beobachter of December 8th, 1940, a journalist 
described his visit to one of the German colonists, transferred from 
the east : 

At last we reached the gates of the courtyard. The peasant walked up to 
meet US. 

“Well, comrade, how are things ?”’ asked the S.S. officer who was acting 
as guide to the journalists. 

The peasant greeted us and expressed the opinion that he was better off now 
than before, but that his holdings were decidedly too large. 

“Too much land,”’ he repeated, and looked mournfully around. 

“What? 60 acres too much for you? Surely not! You have enough 
horses and grown-up sons, and a strong wife—they can help you!” shouted 
the local peasant leader (Bauernfiihrer), who is also an officer of the S.S. 

In the stables I saw an amazing sight. Only two horses were there, and two 
cows instead of eight. When we went into the pigsty we found there only two 
sows and four young pigs. 

*“ What did you do with the rest of the live stock ? ” asked the local Bauern- 
fiuhrer, much surprised. 

The peasant stared at the ground. “ Well’’, he muttered, “ I sold them ; 
back in the east we never had more thanthis. I hadn’t, nor my father or grand- 
father, but still it was enough te feed the whole family ”’. 

This reporter concluded his story with the statement that the 
settlers brought from the east by Himmler’s transfer policy are 
culturally at least a hundred years behind the times. Such people 
are settled in place of the highly cultured Polish farmers who won the 
struggle against their German antagonists thanks to their efficient 
trade organisations and their determination to increase their acreage 
and give better education to their children. 

The low cultural level of the transferred Germans is the cause of 
frequent conflict between them and the Germans who come from the 
interior of the Reich or who lived in the incorporated territories 
before the war. ‘This latter section of the German population is 
ambitious and experienced in social work, and does not have even 
language in common with the new settlers. Germans from the west 
avoid their racial brethren from the east so much that it was even 
found necessary to launch a special propaganda campaign in the 


1 Cf. Die Zeitung, London, June sth, 1941, in the article “‘ Die Amok-Laitter’”’. 
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Wartheland to convince the Germans from the west that it is their 
duty to have social contacts with the settlers from the east. On the 
other hand, the transferred Germans prefer to keep in their own circle, 
This is due not only to the difference in their cultural levels, but also 
to differences in speech : the Germans from the east speak a dialect, 
and often do not understand literary German. In some cases they 
have lost all consciousness of their German descent. Those from 
Bessarabia, for instance, have become Russified. 

Felix Liitzkendorf? calls the policy of transfer of spopulation and 
Germanisation “ Voelkerwanderung”. Professor Loesch calls it 
“* Flurbereinigung ”’—the cleaning up of areas inhabited by various 
nationalities. Both these terms are misleading. Himmler’s policy 
of transfer of population and Germanisation simply produces chaos. 
It creates nothing. It lays bare the gulf existing between people of 
the same race, breeds hatred and destroys European culture in Polish 
territories. These are indeed the results everywhere achieved by the 
German “ New Order.” 


VIl 
DIFFICULTIES AHEAD 


From the few books on the subject of transfer of population pub- 
lished so far and from the flood of articles which treat the question 
in the German press, the following conclusions may be drawn : 

The policy of transfer of population and Germanisation, which is 
being carried out in incorporated Polish territories by the whole 
staff of the Gestapo and S.S. under the direction of Himmler him- 
self, is not a new idea of National Socialism. It was ruthlessly applied 
before 1914. It had its racial advocates during the first World War. 
It is being realised now in a barbarous form. 

The goal at which this policy of Germanisation and of transfer 
of population aims is unattainable because it is beyond the reach 
of the moral and material forces of the German nation. The German 
colonisation policy between the years 1886-I918, i.e., up to the 
rebirth of Poland, succeeded in settling in Polish territories only 
170,000 persons, and failed to change the relative strength of the two 
nations, i.e., to Germanise the Polish provinces of Prussia. The 
purely numerical achievements of the present policy of Germanisa- 
tion are—in a much shorter period—much greater. But we should 
~ 1 Felix Liitzkendorf: Voelkerwanderung, Berlin, 1940. 
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not forget that the forces of the Polish nation and its power to resist 
are now also much greater. Furthermore, the German nation is no 
longer, as at the end of the nineteenth century, a rapidly expanding 
nation, but a withering community. The barbarous policy of 
Germanisation may disturb but will not change the national character 
of western Poland. 

In this way the policy of transfer of population and Germanisation 
shows, by its material shortcomings and by its moral insanity, the 
weakness and hopelessness of German policy in the Polish east. 

All German experts, whether in the theofy or the practice of 
German Eastern policy, have always stressed that German colonisa- 
tion succeeded in bringing lasting advantages to the German nation 
only in those territories where the Germans were able to till the 
conquered soil with their own labour.! All conquests proved illusory 
if the Germans were unable to provide the necessary man-power 
for the complete settlement of the conquered territories. Goebbels 
was unquestionably right when he said, at the opening of the German 
theatre in Poznan on March 18th, 1941: “ It is necessary not only 
to conquer the territory which one wants to keep in one’s possession ; 
it is necessary to hold it in the proper sense of the word ”’. 

The Germans certainly do not hold the Polish territories incor- 
porated in the Reich in the sense which Goebbels had in mind. 
Their policy of colonisation carried out with great effort has succeeded 
only to a very modest extent and has not brought about any radical 
change in the numerical proportion between the two nationalities. 
The Germans still have to tolerate the existence of a compact Polish 
majority. The policy of transfer of population is so far an unsuccess- 
ful fragment of Hitler’s “‘ New Order ”. 


1Dr. Manfred Laubert, Deutsch oder slawisch ? Kaempfe und Leiden des 
Ost-Deutschtums, Berlin, 1928. 
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